WATERCOLOUR

World in miniature
If you have an eye for detail, a steady hand and bags of patience, painting
in miniature might be your next step forward, advises Tracy Hall

n painting in miniature
two years ago and have been
completely capiivated ever

Since, spending every spare

detailed and completely
absorbing. Although not essential,
miniature paintings are sometimes
viewed with  magnifying glass

for good reason; it s often only

then that you can fully apprecate
the intricate brushwork s you are
drawn closer and closer into their

on a very sm:

Notes on materia als
find watercolour
perfectfor prlicdgescils
dries quickly and is very versatile
T usually use Winsor & Newton
Antists’ watercolour and work with
both transparent and opaque.
colours,
Brushes Contrary o popular
belief, a brush with only a
hairs i of lttle use for miniature
work. You need a brush that
holds a good amount of paint and
Keeps 2 very fine oinefor 23
long as possible. T use short
handied ik e Dot
face There are many suitable
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painting. I use Crescent hot  Young
pressed watercolour baad (only otters,
available from the US; try watercolour,
www dy«kh\mhmm .m.l Arches 23

Smooth from Polymers plus
(www.poymersplus.co.uk; or see
the advertisement in Marketplace,

& Inca Tern, watercolour, 1%<2%in. (4 5x6cm)

TIPS TO GET
YOU STARTED

« To make a ine point on your
brush, ol it gently on a piece
roll before applying it
tothe painting. This akso
prevents accidentally
ding the brush with too
much paint.
@ To check the proportions of
your drawing or painting, hold
the work up 10 a mirror It s
surprsing what th eye can pick
up froma different viewpoint. It
is useful o check your progress
in this way as you work.
& hen abing it f,
keep yo
rishtoles n e duemm\ of

the hair growth. Working
Iy s, garingat i

tom, a
natural ook

Remember o restyour eyes
perodically. Look outofthe
window mething
in the distancefor a change —
and have astretch while you

atit
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